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Until this century it was unthinkable for 
women to become involved with horses 
in most human cultures. Women, as a 
general rule, being less aggressive in their 
attitude, demeanor, and approach than 
men, are less intimidating to horses. 
They are usually more receptive to non-
confrontational training methods. Such 
methods are more natural to the horse.

Thus we see a change in horsemanship. 
Male horse handlers, seeing the 
effectiveness of training methods natural 
to the horse, are subscribing to these 
methods. We see horsemen like Pat Parelli, 
Tom & Bill Dorrance, Ray Hunt… and 
others, all former cowboys, introduced 
originally to MACHO horsemanship, who 
have made the change. Such people are 
in the forefront of the revolution. They 

have used and seen the old and the new. 
They know better than anyone else which 
methods are faster, more lasting and more 
humane. They know which methods turn 
out better horses.
a horse is a horse

We can’t expect the horse to change. It’s a 
prey species and deep down always will be. 
We are a predatory species, but we also have 
the power of reason. We can rise above 
our animal instincts and adopt a code of 
behavior which is more civilized. We can 
decide what is humane, and what is moral. 
We can, if we will, do this in all aspects of 
life, not just in the way we use horses.

Ever wonder how some people have a great equine partner, while others end up with 
a horse that’s more poison than partner? You can either pick your partner or pick your 
poison. It depends on your own skill level and the unique personality, or as Pat likes to 
put it, “horseanality,” of the horse you choose. 

Every horse, (make that every mule, too!) has their own “horseanality” based on three 
things: innate characteristics, learned behavior, and spirit. There are four things we want 
the horse, or in this case, the mule, to have: confidence, dignity, curiosity and sensitivity. 

Let’s look at Kokomo Joe, a 10-year-old mule Pat’s owned for about five years. Pat has been 
riding mules since his early twenties and has trained over 300 of the long-eared beauties. 

“Mules are just like horses, but more so,” says Pat. “You must treat a mule like you 
should treat a horse.” 

Things you might get away with while working with a horse can get you in trouble with 
a mule, and that is because a mule demands respect. You won’t get far with a mule if you 
don’t respect him… and he’ll know if you don’t!

Kokomo Joe has been used in many demonstrations, and it’s easy to see why. He is laid 
back and quiet, but very tractable and willing. He’ll do the exact same things you’d see a 
horse doing in Pat’s demonstrations.

“He’s very willing,” notes Pat. “Mules get a bad rap for being stubborn but this is 
because of ‘hybrid vigor,’ which comes from crossing two species that are close to each 
other, such as the mare and the donkey. In the past, a lot 
of incorrigible mares were crossed with donkeys, but this 
worked against them and created a lot of stubborn mules.”

Watch Kokomo Joe in action and you’ll agree the only 
thing that sets him apart from the horses in the arena are 
his mule conformation and long ears. He has great, smooth 
gaits and responds quickly to his rider’s cues.

He knows he’s loved and respected; he understands the 
language his rider uses to communicate with him; and he 
confidently trusts in the leadership of that rider. Those three 
key components together spell success, whether the animal 
in question is a horse or a mule, but Pat has found they are 
especially important when working with mules.

“It takes love, language and leadership in equal doses to 
train a mule,” Pat says. “This really is a mule training program because you must treat a 
mule like you should treat a horse.”
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